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Course Syllabus

7th Grade Social Studies

U.S. History
Ms. Margaret Petry

Hillcrest Middle School

Contact Information:

Email: margaret.petry@dvusd.org   

Website: http://mrspetry.weebly.com 

Phone: 623.376.3339  
Welcome!  I am looking forward to sharing this school year with you and your student!  I will help your student achieve his/her maximum potential and growth through rigorous and challenging activities and assignments.  I am glad to partner with you to help your child receive an excellent education.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns throughout the year (I am usually able to respond most quickly to emails).
Overview of Course: This course in United States history is a two-semester requirement for 7th grade students.  It is designed to guide students in analyzing our country’s history and in linking the events of the past with the world today, as outlined by the Arizona State Standards.  This course of study will help students to understand how our country’s past effects the present.  All units align with the DVUSD curriculum and the Arizona State Standards (which you can access at www.ade.az.gov )  7th grade covers the middle section of US history, from 1820-1940, with emphasis on westward expansion, immigration, the Civil War and segregation, US expansion, World War I, the Great Depression, and events leading up to World War II.  Strands 4 and 5, Geography and Economics, will be incorporated into all units, as will historical research techniques and writing strategies.
Textbooks and Materials:
Students will receive a copy of our textbook to keep at home, which must be returned in good condition at the end of the school year.  Suggested supplies include a single-subject spiral notebook, a 3-ring binder with a section for social studies, notebook paper, pencils, colored pencils or crayons, and scissors.  Please note the following:

 “Arizona law requires that public schools provide supplies required for academic success.  This list represents optional, supplemental items, which you may supply at your own discretion.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your school.” –Arizona Dept. of Education

Assessment Policy:
Grading System:



Grading Criteria (social studies):

A (Excelling)=  90%-100%


-Tests and other assessments- 40%


B (Proficient)=  80%-89%


-Projects, notebook, and participation - 30%

C (Basic)= 70%-79%



-Homework and classwork- 30%

D (Below Basic)= 60%-69%



F (Far Below Basic)= 0%-59%


We encourage parents to keep up with their child’s progress and grades throughout the year.  Each Monday, students are expected to copy down the week’s assignments in a planner.  Parents can check this, or my website, to see upcoming assignments.  Hillcrest uses Powerschools, so parents can come to the counseling office and receive a password that allows them to check their child’s grades online anytime.


Attendance Policy:

Attendance is very important for student success!  Students should be in their seats and ready to work when the bell rings.  The school policies for course attendance and for tardy penalties (sweep) will be followed.  


Bathroom passes:  Students are encouraged to use time in between classes for bathroom visits.  Trips to the bathroom or water fountain during class will require a pass.  Students will be given 2 passes for the quarter for each class, and any additional visits will be evaluated.  Health issues will be handled discreetly.  

Makeup Policy:

Team 7-2 has high expectations that all students will turn in assignments on time.  Long-term assignments or projects are only accepted on the due date.  If the student is absent that day, make arrangements for delivery on or before the due date.  Please refer to page 7 of the HMS student handbook for a more in-depth explanation of the homework policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up all missed work when absent.  Absent students have access to all missed work through the class website, their planner, and the classroom work center.
Expectations for Conduct:  
I expect students to make a positive contribution to our class and come prepared to learn each day.  We follow the 7 pillars of character- trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, citizenship, and compassion.  Students are held to high standards and expected to comply with all the school’s rules and guidelines.

I look forward to a great year with your student!

Sincerely,

    Margaret Petry

Syllabus Verification

Please sign and return this page only:


“We have read the course syllabus for Mrs. Petry’s social studies class and understand the guidelines and policies for the year.”

____________________________       _______________________________

Student Printed Name


Student Signature
____________________________ 
 _______________________________

Guardian Relationship to Student

Guardian Signature

Requested donations:


If you are able to supply any of the following donations, it would be greatly appreciated!
-Tissues



-Colored markers or crayons
-Hand sanitizer


-Glue
Please take a minute to write me a short note about your student (anything you would like me to know, what your child is like, their accomplishments and talents, concerns for the school year, etc).  This note will be kept STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
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