Names: 

The Panama Canal
Online Exploration

Websites:

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_canal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Panama_Canal
http://www.pancanal.com/eng/multimedia/index.html
http://www.pancanal.com/eng/expansion/index.html



Questions:

1)  Who owned Panama before it became an independent country?

2) Who helped Panama break free from (answer to #1)?

3) Who owned the Canal and the strip of land around it, for almost 100 years?

4) When did Panama get back complete control over the Canal?

5) When did the Canal first become operational?

6) How many sets of locks make up the current Canal passage?

7) How do the locks work?  (hint: go to the pancanal.com/multimedia website, click on ‘Animations’ then ‘How it works’, to see a animated graphic)
8) What’s the special name for the class of ships that are the biggest possible ships to go through the Canal?

9) What kind of expansion is the Canal currently undergoing?  (hint: go to the pancanal.com/expansion website)
10) How much does it cost for ships today to go through the Canal?

Extra time: Look at some photos of the Panama Canal:

http://www.canalmuseum.com/canalphotos/index.htm
More extra time:  How does the Panama Canal compare to the Suez Canal in operation, history, and usefulness?

